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Did you know that you don’t need a 

photo editing program like Photoshop 

to make hybrid projects or layouts? 

You can use MS Word or other word 

processing programs to open and 

print digital paper and elements. Then 

use them as you normally would any 

traditional paper products.  

 

One of the advantages of using 

digital embellishments is that you can 

resize them to fit your layout. You can 

also print out as many as you want. 

This comes in especially handy with 

alphas. You’ll never run out of a letter 

again! You can also print your digital 

papers and elements on any type of 

medium that will run through your 

printer. Think patterned paper, 

transparencies, cardstock, photo 

paper etc. 

 

I created this hybrid mini-book of 

ABCs for my 3-year-old daughter Sofi 

using a digital label, digital alphas and traditional paper supplies from my stash. It’s 

super-simple to put together - perfect for your first hybrid project. 

 

Supplies 

 



Instructions 

 

STEP 1 Open a blank 8 ½ x 11” document in MS Word. Select Insert > Picture > From 

File. 

 
 

STEP 2: Find the brown label in your file browser. I organize all my kits by designer 

name, so I clicked on “Audrey Neal,” then “Apple of My Eye,” then “brown label.” 

Click to highlight file. Then click Insert. It will then appear in your Word document. 

 

 
 



STEP 3: For this mini you need 28 labels - for the front and back covers, plus the 26 

pages for each letter in the alphabet. To maximize the number of labels that will fit on 

a page, adjust the page margins by selecting FILE > PAGE SET UP and changing the 

TOP, BOTTOM, RIGHT and LEFT margins to 0.5 inches. Click on the dialogue boxes and 

type in the new measurement. 

 
 

STEP 4: Next, resize the label. Click on the label. A box should appear around it. 

Mouse over the corner of the box until you see a double-sided arrow. Drag your 

mouse diagonally to make it smaller. 

 

 



 

STEP 5: To copy the label, click on it then hit CTRL C to copy and CTRL V to paste. 

Keep hitting CTRL V until you fill the page with 8 labels. 

 
 

STEP 6: Now you’re ready to print. Instead of printing on boring white card stock or 

photo paper, I thought it would be fun to print on the back side of patterned paper. 

That way you will have the label printed on one side and the patterned paper on the 

other. Choose patterned paper that is completely blank on the back side so that 

your label will print clearly. For my mini-book I choose 4 sheets of patterned paper 

from the Sonora High, Class of ’79 collection. I trimmed them to 8 ½ x 11” before 

feeding into my printer.   

 

STEP 7: After printing out the four sheets of labels, use a craft knife to cut out the 

cards. That way you can use the negative space 

for 

another 

project. 

Sand the 

edges of 

the 

pages 

with a 

file to 

smooth 

out any 

rough 

spots. 



STEP 8: Print out the entire alphabet set (including numbers) from Audrey Neal’s 

Rockabilly kit. Repeat as above: INSERT > PICTURE > FROM FILE. To select entire 

alphabet at once first select the first alpha A – then hold down the SHIFT key and 

select the Z. This should select all the letters between A and Z. Hit INSERT. Again I 

wanted all the alphas to fit on one page so I click on each image and resized by 

dragging one of the corners. This time I printed on the patterned side of the paper 

(instead of the plain back side of the paper). I chose a paper that was light enough 

for the alphas to show through the paper. 

 

STEP 9: Then I cut all the alphas and number 

out with a pair of scissors and glued each 

letter on to the right side of the card. 

 

STEP 10: Use your Bind-It-All to cut holes in 

the pages. It wasn’t until I bound my little 

book with a ¾” Owire that I realized that the 

binding was too small to easily the turn 

pages. Instead of racing out to my LSS to 

get a bigger size wire, I improvised and 

threaded two large loose binder rings 

through two of the holes. It was my Sofi who 

noticed that it looked like a little purse, so I 

added a green ribbon (from the SIStv 

Candytown collection) to hold the 

“handles” together.  Note: If you don’t have 

a Bind-It-All, use a hole punch to punch two 

holes in the pages. 

 

STEP 11: Next it’s time to fill up the album with photos. I looked through my photo 

archives in search of photos of Sofi and her favorite things that would stand for each 

letter of the alphabet. Re-size them 

so that they fit comfortably on the 

pages of my mini.  Print on matte 

photo paper and ink the edges with 

distress ink for definition. Adhere 

each photo to the page opposite its 

letter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



STEP 12: Add rub-on alphas to add titles to each page. 

 

 
  

STEP 13: Add some sticker alphas and two 

journal strips with rub-ons to complete the title 

on the cover. Add decorative paper clip to 

hold one of the journal strips. 

 
 

STEP 14: On the final page, add additional 

journaling. 

 

 



 

I hope you enjoyed this hybrid tutorial. 

Please let me know if you have any 

questions about this project. You can PM 

me (cayla73) at SIStv.  I’d love to see 

what you create! 
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